Permits and Planning

Permits, How and Why

The backcountry use penmit is free but is required for all
overnight camping in the backcountry. If you intend 1o stay
avernight in the backcountry, you will nesd a parmit. The back-
country permit system is designed to protect the park and ils
solitude, both the quality of the natural environmant and the
quality of your experience. Tha National Park Service is
charged with protecting the Smokies for presentand future
generations to &njoy. The permit system is an attempt to
snable you and others to love this wild place without loving it to
death.

How to get your backcouniry permit. You may self-register
for & permit at any ranger station by following postad instruc-
tions, but your itinerary may requirs access to a public pay lele-
phone, as explained below,

Some sites are rationed—see chart at right— becsusa of
heavy use. You must telephone tha Backcountry Reservation
Office to obtain permiesion for the use of those sites. Failure to
do so invalidates your permit and pu‘ls you in viclation of regu-
lations and subject to a fine.

if your itingrary includss at lsast oﬁﬁoned sile, we ancours
age you to make advance reservalions up to a month ahead of
the trip's start. To do so, you must plan your trip before your
call and indicate exactly which site you intend to ocoupy for
each night of your triplf no rationed sltes are involved, you
may abtain your permitVia self-registration upon your arrival in
the park. Thegsbackcountryfesarvation office is open 7 days a
weak, fmm am. to 6 p.me-=t he telephane number is (423)

4851 : o

(-:',ge bwhmlaa relata o frip planning: Y. Maximum party

&

: iz gight. 2. You may stay no more then one consecutive

night at a shelter, three consacutive nights at a campsite.

3. Yoo must stay in designated sites and follow your identifled
itinerary. in addition, cerisin courtesies help make the permit
system work for all of us: 1. Do not reserve mora space than

__iyou intend to occupy; o do so prohibits use by cther backpagk=..

ars. 2. Please call the rezarvations office to cance! any nights

that become available because of changes in your plans.

a4

Rules and Regulations

1 You must possess a backcountry permil while camping in the |
backcountry. :
2 Camping is permitted only at designated sites and shafters.

3 Use of rationed sites and shelters must be confirmed through
the Backcauntry Resarvation Office.

4 You may stay up to 3 conseculive nights at a site. You may
not stay 2 nights ina row at & shelter.

5 Maximum campging party sizs is 8 parsons.

6 Open fires ara prohiblted except at designated sites. Use
only wood that Is dead apd on the ground.

7 Use of tents at shaeltars is prohlbited.

8 Food storage: When not being consumed or transported, all
food and trash must be suspended at least 10 feet off the
ground and 4 test from the nearest limb ar trunk, or shall be
shored =5 otherwise designatad. Sea Bears and You. |
S Tolet use must be at least 100 feet from a campsiie or water |

!
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